Kipling, their advertisement manager the newspaper potentate
Lord Northcliffe. It was then that the idea of an immense trans-
African empire, realized only later through the World War, first
presented itself to the British imagination. The line of march was
from the Cape to Cairo. As a first stage came the seizure of the
Nile Delta. At the turn of the eighties Cecil Rhodes, one of the
most powerful Conquistadores of the declining New Age, took
possession of Rhodesia and other vast tracts in the south of the
continent. Between 1896 and 1898 Kitchener, a sort of modern
Cortez, conquered the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, forcing his way in
on collapsible boats, field railways, and improvised military roads
with an equal degree of caution and energy. This led in 1898 to
the conflict at Fashoda. Captain Marchand, who intended to fore-
stall the English, had hoisted the French flag on the Upper Nile.
Kitchener demanded the evacuation of the place. When Marchand
refused, a British squadron appeared off Tunis, A warlike demon-
stration between the two greatest colonial powers seemed immi-
nent. But France was not armed for a sea war, and she retired.

At the southernmost point of Africa England already pos-
sessed the Cape, which it had annexed during the Napoleonic
Wars. To the north of it, however, were still large Dutch free
states, in whose territory lay the gold and diamond mines. The
inhabitants of the " Boer republics " were true peasants, with all
the shortcomings and virtues of their class, and strict Calvinists
into the bargain, with the courage and harshness of their confes-
sion. The war which broke out in 1899 opened, to the general
astonishment of Europe, with great victories for the Boers. They
were, however, too clumsy and untrained to follow these up by
crushing offensives. All the same, they held their own in obstinate
guerrilla warfare against the superior power for two and a half
years. At the Peace of Pretoria they lost their independence, but
received a general amnesty, advances (free of interest) for the
reconstruction of their farmsteads, guarantees for the preservation
of the Dutch language, and a promise of autonomy, which came
into force in 1906. In 1910 all South Africa became a federated
state with its own Parliament. England now reigned in the north
and the south. But between the two lay the wedge of German East
Africa.

Italy, too, had tried to make a niche for herself on Africa's
eastern boundary by founding the colonies of Eritrea (on the Red
Sea) and Somaliland. Between these two lay Abyssinia, without
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